
2018 AUSTIN CPA CHAPTER ANNUAL TAX CONFERENCE
Don’t wait to register for the Austin CPA Chapter’s biggest event created by tax professionals for tax professionals. Each year, you can 
count on the Austin CPA Chapter Annual Tax Conference for the latest and greatest information on topics of importance for profes-
sionals advising individuals, families and businesses. The 2018 Tax Conference features many of our most highly rated presenters from 
previous years, as well as distinguished speakers new to the Conference this year.

Registration: There are several ways to register for the tax conference. Register online at: www.CPAsCount.org, complete the attached 
form and mail with check payable to the Austin Chapter CPE Foundation or fax with credit card information to 512/445-0043. Advance 
registration is required since attendance is limited. Deadline for registration is November 5, 2018. No refund of registration fee will be 
made after this date. Registration and materials distribution will begin at 7:15 am on Monday and 7:15 am on Tuesday. Please sign in 
each day of attendance. Speakers, topics and arrangements subject to change. Confirmations will be emailed to participants.

Location: Norris Conference Center, 2525 W Anderson Lane, Red Oak Ballroom, Austin, Texas 78757, 512/451-5011. Registration will 
be in the lobby just outside the classroom. Parking is free and plentiful. Cellular phone use is permitted outside the seminar room only. 
Smoking is allowed only outside of the conference center in designated areas.

Continuing Education Credit - Certified Public Accountants (TSBPA Sponsor ID 00265):
Both days: 16 hours Monday only: 8 hours  Tuesday only: 8 hours 

Minimum Continuing Legal Education - Members of the State Bar of Texas (MCLE Sponsor ID 0192):  
Both days: 13.5 hours Monday only: 6.75 hours  Tuesday only: 6.75 hours (Application pending at time of printing)

Continuing Education Credit - Certified Financial Planners (CFP Sponsor ID 3281):
Both days: 16 hours Monday only: 8 hours  Tuesday only: 8 hours (Application pending at time of printing)

Electronic Handouts: The 2018 Tax Conference is going paperless! One week prior to the conference, you will receive a link with the 
course materials. We encourage you to bring your laptops or tablets with the downloaded materials to the conference. This ensures 
excess paper not going into the environment and keeps our conference costs minimal.

2018 Austin CPA Chapter Annual Tax Conference Registration Form
-or-

Use Secure Online Registration: www.CPAsCount.org

TSCPA Member and Non-CPA Fees (please choose one):       Non-TSCPA Member CPAs (please choose one):
_____ $375 - Early Bird Discount: TSCPA Members & Non-CPAs    _____ $525 - Early Bird Discount: Non-TSCPA Member CPAs
_____ $425 - Regular Price: TSCPA Members & Non-CPAs      _____ $575 - Regular Price: Non-TSCPA Member CPAs
        

To qualify for the Early Bird Discount, we must receive your registration by October 26, 2018. 
Fee includes electronic or printed materials, continental breakfast, lunch and breaks.

Confirmation of your registration will be mailed or emailed. Registration Deadline November 5, 2018.

Name: _______________________________________________   ______ MasterCard    ______ Visa    ______ Amex 

Firm/Company: _______________________________________ Cardholder’s Name:________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________   Card# __________ - __________ - __________ - _________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________ Exp Date: _____________  CCV Code: __________________

Phone:_______________________  Fax: ___________________ Total Amount to be Charged: $________________________

Email: _______________________________________________ Check Enclosed $___________________________________

Send checks to: Austin Chapter TSCPA CPE Foundation
3305 Northland Drive, Suite 406 
Austin, Texas 78731-4990 
(512) 445-0044 •  FAX (512) 445-0043

ADA Special Services
_____ Please check here if you require special accommodations to 
fully participate. Attach a written description.

2018 AUSTIN CPA CHAPTER 
ANNUAL TAX CONFERENCE
November 8 & 9, 2018

Register by 10/26 for $50 Off!
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AUSTIN CPA CHAPTER 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION
3305 NORTHLAND DRIVE, SUITE 406 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78731-4990



Conference Objective: To educate tax practitioners on Texas state and federal tax updates 
and changes for individuals and businesses. 
Designed For: Tax practitiioners needing updates on state and federal tax information.
Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites nor any advanced preparation required. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018
8:00 am - 8:50 am

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OR EMPLOYEE:  
BE PREPARED TO DEFEND YOUR POSITION

Robert E. Reetz, Jr., CPA, Esq., TBLS Board Certified – Tax Law | McGinnis Lochridge
This presentation will focus on tax laws pertaining to the independent contractor versus 
employee issues. The presentation will include a discussion regarding the Section 530 Safe 
Harbor, the common law analysis of whether a worker is an employee or an independent 
contractor along with advice and tips for your clients on being prepared for an IRS audit in 
this area.

8:50 am - 9:40 am
CRYPTOCURRENCIES: THE BIG SHAKEOUT

Richard Hurley, Chief Business Development Officer | GovernanceChain/Lillypond Project
The euphoric cryptocurrency highs of 2017 are long past. We will discuss which currencies 
have survived the collapse and how they are now viewed in the cold light of a bear market. 
Which currencies have a realistic future and where will the industry go? The accounting pro-
fession is uniquely placed to assess the risks and opportunities of the crypto space.

10:00 am - 11:40 am
FOREIGN TAX LAW TOPICS

William H. Hornberger, Partner | Jackson Walker LLP
This presentation will review the international tax provisions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
of 2017, as well as international tax guidance issued by the IRS with respect to the Act. The 
instructor will review how the TCJA of 2017 affects cross-border business structures and will 
discuss key concepts, common traps and reporting requirements.

12:20 pm - 1:10 pm
KEYNOTE LUNCHEON PRESENTATION: 

AUSTIN ECONOMIC FORECAST – WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON?
Mark Sprague, State Director of Information Capital | Independence Title

A look at the national economy (with a focus on real estate) and where Austin and the Texas 
metros are in comparison. Residentially, the market is slower in all channels comparatively. 
This should continue through the rest of 2018. Locally, the office market and other commer-
cial channels continue to be strong, but a tad slower than previous years. What should we 
expect now?

1:10 pm - 2:00 pm
MULTISTATE TAX UPDATE: 

NEXUS, ONLINE SALES, NEW TAX LAWS & OTHER DEVELOPMENTS
Ira A. Lipstet, Attorney, CPA, Partner | DuBois, Bryant & Campbell LLP 

Christina A. Mondrik, CPA, Esq, TBLS Board Certified-Tax Law, Principal Attorney 
Mondrik & Associates

This panel presentation will discuss a variety of state and local tax updates, including the 
most recent developments in state tax nexus considerations following the US Supreme Court 
decision in Wayfair, as well as state efforts to modify their approach to nexus considerations 
pertaining to remote sellers in a post-Wayfair world, and other recent developments involv-
ing state and local tax in Texas and elsewhere.

2:20 pm - 3:10 pm
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION

Bruce A. McGovern, JD, LLM (Tax), Professor of Law | South Texas College of Law Houston
A discussion of the significant court decisions, rulings and statutory and regulatory develop-
ments of the past year.

3:10 pm - 4:00 pm
COMMERCIALITY DOCTRINE: FLIRTING WITH UBIT

Tara Potts, Attorney, CPA | Cook Brooks Johnson PLLC
The session is to review the commerciality doctrine, especially as it relates to the increase in 
social ventures and fee for service activities by nonprofits. Nonprofits are pushing the limits 
of what is allowable and lines are being blurred with the activities of for-profit organizations, 
especially as many for-profits are focusing more on the community and social impact of their 
activities. Learn more about the types of activities the IRS is concerned about and the factors 
used to assess the commerciality doctrine.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2018

8:00 am - 8:50 am
BUSINESS DIVORCES

Robert M. O’Boyle, Member | Clark Hill Strasburger
This presentation will focus on a number of issues arising out of business divorces or separa-
tions. Particular emphasis will be placed on minority shareholder claims, intellectual prop-
erty issues such as trademarks and trade secrets, and employment issues such as covenants 
not to compete.

8:50 am - 9:40 am
EMPLOYMENT LAW UPDATE: WHAT EMPLOYERS NEED TO KNOW FOR 2018-19

William T. (Tommy) Simmons, Legal Counsel | Texas Workforce Commission
Mr. Simmons will provide a survey of the most significant employment-related Texas legisla-
tion from 2017, an update on how the Texas Workforce Commission and courts have been 
ruling on unemployment, wage, and discrimination claims, a run-down of increased federal 
agency enforcement activities in the area of employment law, and a summary of the most 
important and useful best practices for employers to follow in order to minimize the risk of 
employment claims and lawsuits.

10:00 am - 11:40 am
TOP 10 ITEMS UNDER THE TAX CUTS & JOBS ACT FOR INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES

Blaise C. Bender, MS, MPA, JD, CDMA, CPA | Blaise C. Bender, PC
This presentation will identify and provide information on the top tax issues preparers need 
to know and address with their individual and business tax clients under the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act. This session is designed to help tax preparers prioritize tax reporting and tax plan-
ning matters for both businesses and individuals under the new Tax Act.

THE 2018 TAX CONFERENCE IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY:

12:20 pm - 1:10 pm
KEYNOTE LUNCHEON PRESENTATION:

CONCRETE STEPS TO INCREASE CYBER SECURITY & PRODUCTIVITY OF YOUR BUSINESS
Thomas W. Dillig, PhD, Co-Owner and President | BIG 

Aurélie Mei-Hoa Beaumel, Co-Owner and Chief Executive Officer | BIG
In this presentation, we will give concrete steps and outline example case studies on how 
to keep data and systems secure. We will showcase how digital solutions can increase both 
data security and productivity by making the right data available at the right place and time. 
We will explain what investments are the most cost-effective ways to improve an IT set-up.

1:10 pm - 2:00 pm
WHEN THE PAST IS NOT THE PAST: RESOLVING OUR CLIENT’S PAST MISDEEDS

Joel Crouch, JD, Managing Partner
Meadows Collier Reed Cousins Crouch & Ungerman LLP

This session will address options for resolving non-compliance where the taxpayer has al-
ready been contacted by the government, as well as those cases where the taxpayer has not 
been contacted by the IRS. We will cover resolving issues pertaining to unreported income, 
employees paid in cash, misclassified expenses and overstated inventory, plus past wrongdo-
ing that may need to be addressed when a business is being sold, and different options for 
noncompliant taxpayers depending on their unique procedural and substantive facts.

2:20 pm - 3:10 pm
A BRAVER NEW WORLD: THE NEW IRS PARTNERSHIP EXAMINATION REGIME

Patrick L. O’Daniel, Partner | Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP
This presentation will discuss the new partnership audit rules and the various alternatives to 
consider (such as opting out or not.) We will also review techniques for drafting partnership 
agreements regarding, among other matters, flexibility vs. control of the partnership repre-
sentative and fiduciary duties. Potential conflicts among tax preparers, the partnership and 
partners will also be explored. 

3:10 pm - 4:00 pm
RETIREMENT PLAN OPTIONS & THE ART OF TAX NORMALIZATION

Guy Draper, CPA/PFS, Financial Planner | Capital Strategies
The face of retirement is changing: Changes in the healthcare system, government sponsored
programs and employer plans are impacting the largest pre-retirement population in history.  
In this session, we will review retirement plan options for families and businesses and learn 
how to develop an accumulation strategy that will foster tax efficient withdrawals in retire-
ment by utilizing the discipline of normalization, the idea of keeping more.  The session will 
include an overview of plan options and the concept of tax normalization.  We will integrate 
a case study and illustrate several examples.

2018 AUSTIN CPA CHAPTER ANNUAL TAX CONFERENCE - AGENDA

2018 ANNUAL TAX CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Tax Conference Chairman: Debra Watkins, Debra Newby Watkins CPA 

Coalter Baker, J Coalter Baker CPA/PFS
Jennifer Brown, The Office of Leslie B. Ray, CPA, LLC

Connie Clark, Faske Lay & Co. LLP 
Dorothy Hart, Dorothy C. Hart CPA

 Michele Heyman, Heyman & Associates PLLC
Kristy Holmes-Hetzel, Maxwell, Locke & Ritter LLP

Ira Lipstet, DuBois, Bryant & Campbell LLP
Mandy Klein, Weaver 

Christina Mondrik, Mondrik & Associates
Chris Okafor, Christopher O. Okafor PC 

Komal Paharia, Flieller Kruger & Skelton PLLC


